
Tuesday 7 – suNday 19 OCTOBeR 2008
www.ardsguitarfestival.co.uk

GUITAR
FESTIVAL

12th aRds INTeRNaTIONaL



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS FOREWORD

We would also like to thank the following organisations for their time, energy, dedication 
and generous support in providing assistance with the delivery of the 2008 festival:

-  ards Borough Council -  The arts Council of Northern Ireland
-  ards arts Committee -  The PRs Foundation
-  avalon -  Ossia Music
-  The Ivy Bar -  One a Chord Music Promotions
-  The streat -  Open House Coffee Company

special thanks go to adele Ingram-Magee, stevie Wright, Marty Coney, ernie McMillen, 
darren Porter and Paul O’Neill. We couldn’t do it without you!

Hello and welcome to tHe 12th ards 
InternatIonal GuItar FestIval and In 
our vIew tHe best lIne-up we’ve Had yet!

We have a fab line-up in store with five days of the finest in blues, 
rock, folk, bluegrass and jazz guitar music. 

The Queen’s Hall will see an extra night of action with the addition  
of a Thursday night gig featuring the legendary Peter Rowan and  
not forgetting an action packed tribute to Irish rock by local bands.

The party will continue each night with superb performances at 
The Ivy Bar featuring the Dave Allen Band, Grainne Duffy, The Deans, 
the Flamingo Brothers & Simon McBride amongst others. For the 
more hands on approach, sign up for a workshop or take an exclusive 
tour of the Avalon Guitar Factory.

The Fringe Festival has proven so popular that we’ve added extra 
per formances kindly facilitated by the Streat and the Open House. 
Pull up a chair, grab a coffee and experience for free, some of the 
best singer/songwriters around.

From everyone at the Festival, a huge thank you for your continued 
support and for making the festival what it is today – a blast! 

SPONSORS

emily Walsh & Tania-Lee Calvert
Festival Co-ordinators
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DATE 

Tues, 7th October
7.30pm 

Fri, 10th October
7.00pm

Sat, 11th October
7.30pm

Sun, 12th October
8.00pm

Mon, 13th October
8.00pm

Tues, 14th October 
8.00pm

Wed, 15th October
12.00pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 2.00pm
8.00pm

Thurs, 16th October
12.00pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 2.00pm
8.00pm

10.30pm

Fri, 17th October
1.00pm
12.00pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 2.00pm

PeRFORMeR

The final of the Avalon Singer/
Songwriter Competition 2008
BYO Refreshments
  

The Final of the Last Standing 
Competition 2008 

Irish Rock Night
 

Folk Night*

Holywood Folk Club*
 

Ivy Metal Night*

Leah Jordan
Eilidh Patterson
Girls with ‘G’ Strings

Joan McEldowney
The Grazin Hussies
Peter Rowan
Trent Wagler & Jay Lapp
The Deans
 

Tour of Avalon Factory
The Preacher & Mrs Magee
Ted Magee & Graham Boyd

PRICe

FREE

£5

£5

FREE

FREE 

FREE

FREE
FREE
£5

FREE
FREE
£15/£12

£5

FREE
FREE
FREE

VeNue

Ards Arts Centre

Ivy Bar 

Queen’s Hall 

Ivy Bar 

Ivy Bar

Ivy Bar

The Streat
Open House
Ivy Bar
 

The Streat
Open House
Queen’s Hall

Ivy Bar

Avalon
The Streat
Open House

GIG GUIDE/TICKET PRICES 2008 
SPECIAL FESTIVAL TICKETS £55
aRTIsTs LIsTed IN ReVeRse ORdeR OF aPPeaRaNCe

PLease see INsIde BaCK COVeR FOR INFORMaTION ON sPeCIaL FesTIVaL TICKeT

daTe 

8.00pm

10.30pm 

sat, 18th October
12.00pm
12.00pm – 1.00pm
1.00pm – 2.00pm
1.00pm 
1.00pm – 2.30pm
3.00pm – 4.30pm
3.00pm
4.00pm
7.30pm

10.30pm

Sun, 19th October
12.30pm

3.00pm

PeRFORMeR

Gordon Giltrap
Bob Brozman
Guy Buttery 
Simon McBride

Tour of Avalon Factory
Wes Grierson
Michael E Thomas
Tour of Avalon Factory
Workshop – Guy Buttery
Workshop – Adrian Legg
Classical Guitar Society
Guy Buttery
Iain Archer Band
Adrian Legg
Johnny Dickinson & Paul Lamb
Ken Haddock
Grainne Duffy 

Dave Allen Band

Final Concert:
Adrian Legg
Sarah McQuaid
The Flamingo Brothers
Avalon Singer/Songwriter winner

PRICe

£18/£15

£5

FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
£5
£5
FREE
£5
£18/£15

£5
 

£5

£5

VeNue

Queen’s Hall

Ivy Bar

Avalon 
The Streat
Open House
Avalon 
Arts Centre
Arts Centre
Arts Centre
Ivy Bar
Queen’s Hall

Ivy Bar 

Ivy Bar

Ivy Bar

KRESANNA AIGNER IS…
YOUR FESTIVAL COMPèRE

Kresanna has worked in the music business for over 18 years and her skills have 
spanned music and tour management, programme consultancy and event management. 
She has also worked for a number of Festivals throughout the UK. In 2007 Kresanna 
was invited to present radio U105’s Homemade Jam, programming music from all 
over Ireland of all genres with weekly live guests and hot tips on international artists 
touring, and of course news of festivals taking place.

PLease ReFeR TO THe MaP ON THe BaCK PaGe FOR VeNue LOCaTION.

*THIs Is aN IVy BaR eVeNT, PLease CONTaCT 028 9181 3063 FOR FuRTHeR INFORMaTION.



IRISH ROCK NIGHT PETER ROWAN TRENT WAGLER & JAY LAPP

saTuRday, 11TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 8.00PM

An evening for all ages! Local bands pay 
tribute to some of the greatest Irish rock 
bands. Thin Lizzy, Horslips and Rory 
Gallagher to mention but a few…

THuRsday, 16TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 8.00PM

Peter Rowan was one of the major cult 
bluegrass artists of the 80s, winning a 
devoted, international fan base through his 
independent records and constant touring. 

He was born in Boston, Massachusetts; 
many of his relatives were musicians, and it 
seemed only natural that Rowan too would 
become one. Growing up he frequently hung 
out at the Hillbilly Ranch, where he heard 
such bluegrass and old-time bands as the 
Lilly Brothers. A skilled singer/songwriter, 
Rowan also yodeled, and played numerous 
stringed instruments and the saxophone. 

Rowan formed the Tex-Mex band the Cupids 
whilst in high school and in 1963 joined 
the Cambridge-based Mother Bay State 
Entertainers as a mandolin player and 
singer, appearing on their LP The String 
Band Project. In 1964, after performing 
with Jim Rooney and Bill Keith, Rowan 
became a rhythm guitarist and lead singer 
with Bill Monroe and his Blue Grass Boys.

www.peterrowan.com

THuRsday, 16TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 8.00PM

Trent Wagler was born to a Mennonite family 
in the small town of Bean Blossom, IN. 
As early as 4 years old, Trent was singing 
gospel music on stage with the Wagler Family 
Quartet. In 2002 Trent began playing solo, 
developing his own unique mix of traditional 
and original roots music pulling from the 
Shenandoah Valley’s rich musical heritage 
and his own musical background. In 2005 
the Steel Wheels joined Trent’s passionate 
vocals and raw energy with Eric Brubaker’s 
masterful fiddle and Brian Dickel’s solid 
bass. In September 2006 they released 
Blue Heaven, a 14 song combination of 
traditional and original material including 
Jay Lapp on mandolin and guitars. 

Jay Lapp grew up in the Mennonite church; 
his mother Anita showed him his first chords 
and it was on from there. Growing up in the 
church also provided the opportunity to be 
influenced by four-part harmony singing that 
Mennonites are known for. He purchased 
and built a recording studio in the early 
2000’s making it possible to start the grass 
roots approach of music reproduction and 
producing. He has since spent time with a 

number of teachers at Old Town School of 
Folk Music (Chicago) and is currently playing 
full time with the Goldmine Pickers, Trent 
Wagler, and other artists.

www.trentwagler.com
www.myspace.com/jaylapp
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THE DEANS GORDON GILTRAP

FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 8.00PM

Gordon’s obsession with stringed instruments 
began at the age of nine, when a friend turned 
up at the house with an out-of-tune Spanish 
guitar. Keen to encourage his new hobby, his 
parents bought him a plastic ukulele with 
a picture of Elvis on the headstock, then a 
Martin Coletti archtop jazz guitar. Without 
a teacher to guide him, Gordon unwittingly 
taught himself a hybrid technique of plectrum 
and little finger, but in doing so, created the 
individual sound that is still his trademark.

Gordon’s individuality and passion earned 
him a recording contract with Transatlantic in 
November 1966. He served his apprenticeship 
as a singer/songwriter on the London folk 
club circuit, and his self-titled debut album 
was released in 1968. Each subsequent 
album broke new ground, and he developed an 
extraordinary repertoire while establishing a 
reputation for thrilling live performances.

Over the years, Gordon has worked with a 
broad range of artists, from Brian May, Rick 
Wakeman and Midge Ure to the jazz virtuoso 
Martin Taylor, the classical guitarist Raymond 
Burley and the London Symphony Orchestra. 
In 1996, Gordon realised a dream of playing 
guitar alongside Cliff Richard, on stage in 
Cliff’s West End musical Heathcliff. As well 
as performing in the role of The Troubadour, 
Gordon arranged the overture and wrote two 
pieces of music.

There is currently no sign of Gordon hanging 
up his guitars! 

www.giltrap.co.uk

THuRsday, 16TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 10.30PM

The Deans were formed in February of 
2006 and consists of three very talented 
teenage musicians. Gavin Dean, the lead 
guitarist and vocalist, his older brother 
Gary plays bass and Gary Keon is 
on drums. 

In 2006, Kit Woolven the legendary engineer 
and Dave Gilmore, producer of Thin Lizzy 
and Pink Floyd watched them perform at a 
sold-out concert in Richmond, West London. 

He immediately offered to work with them. In  
2007, The Deans fulfilled the dream of every 
rock band when they recorded with the late, 
great Rory Gallagher gaining permission to 
record with Rory’s original multi-track. They 
have also recorded with four of the greatest 
guitarists in Irish rock history and began 
laying down tracks with Henry McCullough 
(Wings, Joe Cocker), Jackie McAuley (Van 
Morrison, Rick Wakeman), Johnny Fean 
(Horslips) and Eric Bell (Thin Lizzy).

In June 2006 the Deans released their 
sensational debut album called One, written 
and composed by Gavin Dean in the style of 
true classic blues/rock.

www.thedeans.ie
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FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 10.30PM

Simon McBride is a guitar player from Belfast, 
Northern Ireland. He started playing at age  
10 and by the time he was 15 had won Guitarist 
magazine’s ‘Young Guitarist of the Year’ 
competition. Simon was quickly snapped up to 
play guitar with Sweet Savage (Vivian Campbell 
from Def Leppard), playing festivals worldwide 
and recording two albums. He also played  
and toured for four years with Andrew Strong 
from The Commitments. 

Alongside a prodigious guitar talent, Simon 
has a great singing voice and is a very talented 
songwriter and arranger. His debut CD is 
scheduled for release on the Nugene Records 
label in October 2008.

Simon recently opened shows for Joe 
Bonamassa in Dublin and Belfast, receiving  
rave reviews on numerous forums and blogs.  
It looks like Simon is going to be the next  
in a long line of Irish blues and rock guitarists 
who make it to the international stage.

www.myspace.com/simonmcbrideguitar

FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 8.00PM

Redefining musical diversity worldwide, Bob 
Brozman is a remarkably prolific artist whose 
wit, energy, and musical technique combine 
powerfully to create an unforgettable live 
performance. A master of slide, fingerstyle,  
and percussive guitar, Bob’s exhilarating show 
spans the global and musical spectrum, and 
keeps audiences enthralled, begging for more  
of his endearing, infectious energy.

Bob’s familiarity with diverse world music 
cultures produces a novel blending of rhythmic 
and timbral influences, unparalleled in today’s 
musical environment. His rhythmic dexterity 
resonates with elements of blues, jazz, Gypsy 
swing, calypso, sega, and even the most  
modern hip-hop and ska beats.

www.bobbrozman.com

BOB BROZMAN SIMON McBRIDE

FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
QueeNs HaLL / 8.00PM

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 4.00PM

PaRTICIPaTe IN a WORKsHOP 
WITH Guy ON:
saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR 
aRds aRTs CeNTRe / 1.00PM – 2.30PM

Following the success of his first UK tour 
in July 2007, South African Guy Buttery 
returns with his guitar in one hand and sitar 
in the other for performances set to astound 
his audiences. Prepare yourself for a musical 
journey of discovery and inspiration, not to 
be missed and never to be forgotten. 

Guy’s stirring live performances are world 
renowned and consist of his idiosyncratic 
fingerstyle, acoustic guitar pieces and 
sitar improvisations which delve into genres 
such as folk, maskanda, celtic, world 
etc, and make use of classical and 
unorthodox techniques. 
 
He has received numerous SAMA (South 
African Music Awards) nominations for both 
of his uniquely outstanding solo albums,  
and is the youngest nominee in the history 
of the event.

Guy Buttery is carving a name for himself 
across the globe, with his most recent  
album, Songs from the Cane Fields.

“THE MOST DIVERSE AND
INTRIGUING FINGERSTYLE 
ALBUM IN RECENT MEMORY.” 
GUITAR PLAYER MAGAZINE 

www.myspace.com/guybuttery

GUY BUTTERY
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CLASSICAL 
GUITAR SOCIETY IAIN ARCHER BAND ADRIAN LEGG

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 7.30PM

suNday, 19TH OCTOBeR 
IVy BaR / 3.00PM

PaRTICIPaTe IN a WORKsHOP 
WITH adRIaN ON:
saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR 
aRds aRTs CeNTRe / 3.00PM – 4.30PM

British guitarist Adrian Legg plays fingerstyle 
guitar, mixing an alternating-bass style with 
harmonics, banjo-peg retuning and single 
or double-string bending. Often he will play 
a piece entirely in arpeggios similar to a 
classical guitar style. He makes extensive 
use of altered tunings and capos.

More recently, Legg has pioneered the use of 
modelling technology and midi for fingerstyle 
guitar. His 2004 album Inheritance features 
extensive use of guitar synthesisers and 
modelled guitar sounds, in contrast to the 
previous, more acoustic, Guitar Bones.

The accolades have come non-stop since 
Legg’s first US release Guitars and Other 
Cathedrals in 1990, tweaking the ears  
of guitar fans everywhere. Over the years,  
he’s played at the Montreux Jazz Festival and 
toured with Richard Thompson, David Lindley, 
Joe Satriani, Eric Johnson and as part of 
the G3 Tour featuring Satriani, Johnson and 
Favored Nations founder Steve Vai.

He’s also shared the wealth of his talent 
and experience with teaching DVDs, videos 
and books. 

www.adrianlegg.com

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
aRds aRTs CeNTRe / 3.00PM

The Classical Guitar Society of Northern 
Ireland was founded in 1989 by a group of 
people who wish to promote the Classical 
Guitar and its music. The Society meets 
once a month in the Ulster College of Music, 
13 Windsor Avenue, Belfast and meetings 
take the form of short recitals, workshops, 
ensemble playing and discussions.

Each year the Society arranges a number 
of recitals by both local and international 
performers. Experienced teachers are  
always available at meetings to offer  
advice to anyone interested in taking  
up the classical guitar.

www.cgsni.org

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 7.30PM

Originally from Northern Ireland, of late Iain 
has been writing and recording in a cabin 
in the Rhine Valley at the foot of Germany’s 
beautiful Black Forest. He has stitched 
together a clutch of songs that speak from 
the heart of the tree-wrapped hills. 

The album To The Pine Roots will be available 
later in the year. Songs from Iain’s last 
album, Magnetic North, seem to have been 
coming out of every corner of television 
from the ubiquitous Grey’s Anatomy to 
Australia’s biggest daytime exports, and 
on to soundtracking seminal moments in 
sport! His songwriting has been further 
acknowledged with an Ivor Novello award. He 
is now back from the woods with some of his 
most understated, folk tinged and beautiful 
songs to date, and ready to perform them 
(on a guitar made of old church pews that  
he sat on while his mother led the choir).

“THESE SONGS ARE WARM AND 
SOFT TO THE CORE, PRACTICALLY 
BLUSHING WITH MELODY, AND 
ARCHER’S FRAGILE VOICE 
IS SWEET AND DELICIOUS. 
LOVELY.” TIME OUT 

www.iainarcher.com
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JOHNNY DICKINSON & PAUL LAMB

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 7.30PM

‘THE MOST POTENT SLIDE  
PLAYER IN THE UK’ 

Johnny Dickinson’s music career got off to  
a dream start with his Northumbrian band 
Splitcrow followed by stints with The Moonshine  
Boys, Paul Lamb and the Kingsnakes, and  
The Hillbillies From Outer Space. 

Johnny’s long awaited solo album Castles and 
Kings was recorded and released in 2002. 
He had developed a unique individual style 
of playing which crossed Celtic flavours with 
American Blues. Since releasing this first  
album, Johnny spent his time concentrating  
on furthering his rapidly expanding solo career.  

In December 2003, Johnny was nominated for a 
prestigious Radio 2 Horizon Award. His second 
CD release, English Summer, and his role in 
the much talked about ‘Northumbrian Anthology’ 
project culminating in his acclaimed album 
Border Ballads cemented his growing reputation. 
This was enhanced further by his nomination 
for ‘Best Musician’ in the 2006 BBC Radio 2 
Folk Awards.

Born in Newcastle in 1955, Paul Lamb began 
his illustrious career at the tender age of 15. 
He took to the road working the club scene 
around the UK and within a short time he was  
representing Great Britain in the World 
Harmonica Championships. 

The following years ensued, seeing Lamb 
performing with Buddy Guy, Junior Wells, 
Brownie McGhee, and countless other blues 
greats that had originally inspired him. 
However, the need to write and express 
his own music soon gave birth to the Blues  
Burglars, the first incarnation of the Kingsnakes. 
As the young harmonica virtuoso became  
more focused and confident of his abilities,  
a new band line-up became an inevitability,  
and Paul Lamb & The Kingsnakes were  
thus born. 

Paul Lamb has forged himself a place in the 
history books as one of the greatest players of 
our time and has recently been inducted into 
the British Blues Awards Hall of Fame. 

www.johnnydickinson.net
www.paullamb.com

KEN HADDOCK

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
QueeN’s HaLL / 7.30PM

A naturally gifted vocalist, Ken Haddock has 
been a hugely popular figure among audiences 
and fellow performers since his arrival on  
the Belfast scene in the late 90s. 

Having anonymously fronted a local radio 
hit, First of July, for the enigmatic theatre/
soundtrack composer Jules Maxwell, Ken 
found himself invited to contribute the vocal on 
Maxwell’s soundtrack to the Oscar-nominated 
short film Dance Lexie Dance. 

In 2001 Ken recorded his first album, 
The Sweetest Hour, self-funded and initially 
pressed only in a limited run. The album was 
very successful on a local level – gaining 
significant airplay on BBC Radio Ulster, Cool 
FM, Downtown and other stations, with the 
local press and television also coming on 
board. Produced by Ken and Jules Maxwell, 
almost all the songs were Haddock originals, 
performed with full band and revealing Ken’s 
mastery of generic styles – easy to listen to  
for the casual ear, but shot through with 
musical integrity. 

In 2003, with long-time friend Steve Jones 
and Jules Maxwell, Ken completed work on 
the EP, Day That Never Came, performing 
a series of sell-out concerts in Belfast. 
Having proved his credentials and effortless 
popularity on a local level, Ken’s potential  
on a national level would be hard to deny. 

www.kenhaddock.com
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GRAINNE DUFFY DAVE ALLEN BAND 

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 10.30PM

After releasing her debut album, Out of the 
Dark in November, Grainne has been receiving 
some of the best praise an artist could ever 
ask. Guitarist magazine devoted a whole front 
page to the artist saying her debut album 
boosts “bluesy Americana from Ireland with 
genuine worldwide potential,” adding what they 
love most about her is that she has a “husky 
voice and plays a mean blues guitar.” 

Recently Grainne was approached by the BBC 
to offer her original take on the Oletta Adams 
cover Get Here if you Can which is currently 
featured in their advertisement. Grainne has 
recently appeared at Glastonbury 2008 with 
her band on the acoustic stage. She has also 
performed as opening act to Robben Ford and 
The Yardbirds.

www.myspace.com/grainneduffy

suNday, 19TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 12.30PM

Dave Allen is one of the more distinctive 
voices on the guitar today. Widely respected 
in the jazz community as both a player and 
a composer, he has continually sought to 
forge a unique vision through his playing and 
writing, one that features lyrical melodies with 
lilting, complex rhythms and rich, intricate 
harmonies. At the age of 16, Allen was 
already recognised by Guitar Player magazine 
as a talent to watch. Born in Philadelphia, 
Allen moved to New York in 1988 to attend 
the Manhattan School of Music.  

Leading his own groups since then, Allen has 
increasingly made his presence felt on the 
New York scene and beyond. In the past few 
years Allen has worked with many of the most 
exciting players in New York City, including 
Mark Turner, Drew Gress, Seamus Blake, 
Ravi Coltrane, Jeff Ballard, Tony Malaby, Bill 
McHenry, Donny McCaslin, Nasheet Waits, 
Loren Stillman, Gerald Cleaver, and many 
others. Allen has released two critically 
acclaimed CDs, Untold Stories and Real and 

Imagined, and is frequently performing in 
Europe with his own group. 

THE FLAMINGO 
BROTHERS SARAH McQUAID

suNday, 19TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 3.00PM

Guitarists Steven McKnight and Paddy Anderson 
have been playing together as a duo since the 
summer of 2007. Steven is an experienced 
musician with a background in rock, blues, 
jazz, classical and country styles. He is much 
in demand as a session player and tutor. Paddy 
has recently returned to Belfast after several 
years studying flamenco guitar in Granada, 
southern Spain. As the The Flamingo Brothers, 
their two distinct styles fuse and interact to 
create a unique sound. Exciting Latin rhythms, 
intense melodies and high-energy percussion 
are combined in an unforgettable live show. 
In the past 8 months, Paddy and Steven have 
played all over Ireland exciting audiences with 
their blinding performances. 

www.myspace.com/flamingobrothers

suNday, 19TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 3.00PM 

Born in Madrid, Spain, singer/guitarist and 
songwriter Sarah McQuaid lived in Ireland from 
1994 to 2007. She now lives near Penzance, 
Cornwall, and has recorded a new album due 
for release next year. Sarah developed a taste 
for the road early on: from the age of 12 she 
was embarking on 10 day tours of the US and 
Canada with the Chicago Children’s Choir. At 
18 she went to France for a year to study, her 
performance at a local folk club drew a rave 
review in the Dernières Nouvelles d’Alsace, 
saluting the “superb singer from across the 
Atlantic who caused an emotional vibration 
to pass through a conquered hall!” Having 
discovered Irish music and the DADGAD open 
tuning during her stint in France, Sarah went 
on to found the traditional band Carnloch. The 
band toured for several years, and released a  
self-produced CD, The Crooked Road, in 1993. 
In the autumn of 1997, Sarah recorded her 
debut solo album, When Two Lovers Meet and 
more recently she returned to Dublin to make 
a new album with Gerry O’Beirne.

www.sarahmcquaid.com
Photo: Chris stanbury

16 | 17



EILIDH PATTERSONINTRODUCTION

WedNesday, 15TH OCTOBeR
OPeN HOuse / 1.00PM

Eilidh (pronounced “I-Lee”) Patterson is a
singer/songwriter from Derry, Northern Ireland. 
In recent years Eilidh’s prodigious talent 
and exquisite aptitude for live performance 
has seen her sharing the stage with such 
distinguished artists as Nanci Griffith, Iris 
DeMent, Beth Nielsen Chapman and Kimmie 
Rhodes. Now based in Belfast, her debut album 
is due to be released in autumn. 

This follows universal acclaim for her first 
3-track EP which has had extensive airplay 
locally, nationally and even as far afield 
as New York City.

www.eilidhpatterson.com

GIRLS WITH ‘G’ STRINGS 

WedNesday, 15TH OCTOBeR
IVy BaR / 8.00PM

In association with One – A-Chord Music

This event is for girls only! 

Ladies, bring your guitar and take part in our first 
girls only ‘open mic’ session. The second half of 
the evening will feature guest singer/songwriters 
including Jackie Rainey.

JOAN McELDOWNEY 

THuRsday, 16TH OCTOBeR
THe sTReaT / 12.00PM

Joan is a qualified tutor. Singer/songwriter and 
guitar tutor, she recorded and produced her 
first album Storm to great acclaim. 

She has since appeared on numerous radio 
shows and has played supported to Duke 
Special, Hot House Flowers and James Blunt! 
  

LEAH JORDAN

WedNesday, 15TH OCTOBeR
THe sTReaT / 12.00PM

Leah is a solo artist based in Northern Ireland.  
She began writing from the age of 6 or 7. As a 
teenager Leah picked up the guitar and within a 
short while of doing so, had recorded a song.  

She was spotted busking on the streets of 
Belfast during the summer of 2004 and was 
offered a weekly slot in The Bellevue Arms.  

www.myspace.com/leahjordan

In 2006 we identified a gap in the 
market of the Guitar Festival for 
promoting new local music which  
led to the introduction of a new  
‘fringe’ element to the Festival.

The following artists will be  
performing in cafés at no cost to  
you (other than a cup of coffee!).

THE GRAZIN HUSSIES

THuRsday, 16TH OCTOBeR
OPeN HOuse / 1.00PM

Harmony duo Adele Ingram-Magee and Laura 
Plummer share a passion for bluegrass and 
old-timey American music, raw and uncooked. 

The duo have been singin’ and strummin’ 
(guitars & banjo) together for a couple of years 
now as members of the folk trio The Pluckin 
Squeezers. “Think rockin’ chairs on a front 
porch on a hot night,” says Adele.  

www.myspace.com/thegrazinhussies
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THE PREACHER 
& MRS MAGEE

TED MAGEE 
& GRAHAM BOYD 

FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
OPeN HOuse / 1.00PM

Ted and Graham met in a bar in Newcastle, 
County Down while trying to chat up the 
same girl. Ted was oblivious to Graham’s vain 
attempts to get rid of him and by the end of 
the night neither of them got the girl. The next 
day Ted arrived at Graham’s house with his 
guitar and from here they formed the rock 
band Mental Piece. 

In 2001 they met up again to run a jam night 
in the same pub where they first met. They 
cover a wide range of music and their greatest 
influences include Neil Young and Tom Petty.

FRIday, 17TH OCTOBeR
THe sTReaT / 12.00PM

Sheila Smyth and Adele Ingram-Magee met 
over 10 years ago. It is only the last 2 years 
that they have combined their talents to 
form The Preacher and Mrs Magee. 

They have strong vocal harmonies and are 
both competent guitarists. They play original 
material and beautifully arranged folk songs 
and instrumentals.

www.myspace.com/thepreacherandmrsmagee
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WES GRIERSON

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
THe sTReaT / 12.00PM

Wes writes music that reaches for the 
extremes. It is music to make you cry, music 
to make you laugh, but most of all music to 
make you feel. 

Wes came second in last year’s Singer/
songwriter Competition.

www.myspace.com/wesgrierson

MICHAEL E THOMAS 

saTuRday, 18TH OCTOBeR
OPeN HOuse / 1.00PM

Michael, who hails originally from New Jersey 
is an incendiary guitar player who has electrified 
audiences throughout the Province with his 
solo acoustic and electric band shows since 
moving here on a permanent basis. 

Michael performs songs from his four solo 
albums as well as covers which include a  
tour de force cover of Paint It Black by the 
Rolling Stones. 

www.metband.com
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LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

USEFUL
INFORMATION

Every year Ards International Guitar Festival 
will choose someone to receive a Lifetime 
Achievement Award in recognition of their 
work with the guitar. The very first award 
was presented in 1999. 

The recipients to date are:

1999  Norman Watson
2000 Davey Graham
2001 Henry McCullough
2002 John Renbourn
2003 Louis Stewart

Who will receive the award this year?

COMPETITIONS

The Battle is On! This is...

The ULTIMATE contest in the  
Battle of the Bands!

ONLY ONE BAND CAN WIN. 
ONLY ONE BAND CAN BE LEFT 
STANDING AT THE END OF 
THE BATTLE.

Is that enough motivation for you?
Heats have been taking place across 
Northern Ireland. The Final Battle will 
take place at the Ivy Bar, Newtownards 
at 7.00pm on Friday, 10th October.

Application forms and further 
information can be obtained from 
Ossia Music on 028 9047 3695  
or can be downloaded from  
www.last-standing.com

THE AVALON SINGER/
SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR 

The search is on for the Singer/Songwriter of the Year. 
This competition is open to all singer/songwriters 
under the age of 30. All compositions must be 
performed on, or accompanied by acoustic guitar. 

A locally handcrafted Avalon guitar worth over  
£1000 is on offer for the winner of the competition.

Heats will take place at Ards Arts Centre on Saturday 
27th September. All finalists will be invited back 
to perform publicly on Tuesday 7th October with 
the winner of the competition offered a chance to 
perform within the Ards International Guitar Festival  
in October 2008.

Application forms can be obtained from  
Ards Arts Centre or downloaded from  
www.ardsguitarfestival.co.uk

AVALON GUITAR FACTORY TOURS

This unique tour provides visitors with an insight to the 
production line of the hand crafted guitar. The guide 
will take you through the various sections of the factory 
demonstrating the step by step processes, from timber 
preparation to the stringing and tuning of the infamous 
Avalon guitar.

Three tours have been arranged which are free  
of charge – advance booking is essential!

Friday 17th at 1.00PM / 
saturday 18th at 12.00PM and 1.00PM

2004 John Martyn
2005 Arty McGlynn
2006 Martin Simpson
2007 Eric Bell

Payment/Bookings  
(see over for contact details)
Payment can be made by cash, cheque,  
and any major credit/debit cards.  
When collecting pre-paid tickets,  
proof of identification is required.

special discounts
A special value festival ticket of £55  
is also available and entitles you access  
to all festival concerts and workshops.  
However, this ticket does not allow access  
to tours. Tickets for tours should be  
booked separately.

Car Parking
There are a number of car parks in 
Newtownards, in close proximity to  
festival venues. If directions are required,  
please contact Ards Arts Centre.

disability access
Access arrangements vary according to  
venue. Please contact Ards Arts to discuss, 
prior to booking tickets.

accommodation
Contact the Tourist Information Centre,  
Regent Street, Newtownards for information  
on accommodation in the area.

Telephone: +44 (0)28 9182 6846
For more local information visit the 
website www.kingdomsofdown.com

MAKING MUSIC ACCESSIBLE
FESTIVAL LINK

The Festival Link bus is an initiative by Ards Arts, 
offering FREE transport to audiences living in the 
Ards peninsula. The Festival Link bus will pick 
up in Portaferry, Kircubbin and Greyabbey and 
deliver audiences directly to the venue in Ards, 
making a return journey after the performance 
is over.

The Festival Link bus is available for Friday & 
Saturday night’s performances at the Queen’s 
Hall. Seats can only be booked with the 
purchase of a ticket and spaces are limited  
so BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL.

For further information and to book, contact 
Ards Arts Centre on 028 9181 0803.



BOX OFFICe
ARDS ARTS CENTRE
TOWN HALL, CONWAY SQUARE
NEWTOWNARDS BT23 4DB 

Telephone: +44 (0)28 9181 0803
Web: www.ardsguitarfestival.co.uk 
email: arts@ards-council.gov.uk

OPeNING HOuRs
Monday to Thursday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm

USEFUL INFORMATION

Ards Art Centre
The Streat
Ivy Bar
Avalon 
Queen’s Hall
Open House06
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